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Introduction 

The National Red List website provides a centralised platform for sub-global Red 

Lists. At the heart of this initiative lies the National Red List Database (NRLD), which 

serves as a hub for species conservation assessment data from national, regional, 

and sub-national levels worldwide. 

Origins: Launched at COP10 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Nagoya (2010) 

with over 70,000 species assessments from 45 regions, the NRLD was co-developed by the 

Zoological Society of London (ZSL) in the UK and the Centro Internacional de Ecología Tropical 

in Venezuela. It marked the first global effort to consolidate sub-global extinction risk data and 

created a national assessor network. Coordinated by the National Red List Working Group 

(NRLWG), a technical group under the IUCN SSC Red List Committee, the NRLD grew into a 

unique resource for governments, conservationists, researchers, and policymakers. 

Growth: Countries submitted data in many different formats, with a vast amount arriving in 2014 

following a call from the CBD Secretariat to members to share their National Red Lists or Red 

Data Books. By 2019, thanks to the dedication of volunteers, researchers, and partner institutions 

who processed thousands of data points, the NRLD included more than 270,000 assessments 

from 119 countries and regions.  

Today: Hosted by ZSL and stewarded by the NRLWG, the NRLD has been redeveloped together 

with national focal points to ensure long-term sustainability and give contributors greater control 

over how their data are represented. At present, it displays only a fraction of the assessments 

available worldwide, reflecting only those that have been processed into the new system.  

Thank you. The NRLD exists thanks to the ongoing support of national focal points, assessors, 

researchers, and partner institutions worldwide. By sharing your data, you become part of a global 

community working together to make extinction risk information accessible, comparable, and 

actionable. Each contribution strengthens the evidence base for biodiversity monitoring, 

conservation planning, and boosts representation of national efforts in global reporting. 

 

How to use this guide 

This guide is designed to help you prepare and upload Red List data to the National Red List 

Database (NRLD). We recommend you: 

• Start with the Quick start guide for an overview. 

• Check the Minimum Data Standards to ensure your data meets upload requirements. 

• Use the Data Preparation section and NRLD Upload Flowchart for instructions for 

assigning IDs, handling taxonomy, and formatting your file. 

• Refer to the Appendix for detailed field definitions when completing the template. 

 

If you have questions or need support, contact: info@nationalredlist.org  
 

 

mailto:info@nationalredlist.org


 

NRL database guide           Page 4/23 

Quick start guide  
Follow these steps to prepare, validate, and upload your Red List data to the NRLD.  

 Step 1: Register and join a Group 

• Sign up for an account on the National Red List website. 

• Join or create a Data Stewardship Group. 

• Agree to the Data Agreement and Terms of Use. 

 Step 2: Prepare your data 

• Download the NRLD uploader template and fields explainer (Excel format). 

• Refer to the fields explainer for required vs optional fields (Appendix 1). 

• Double-check for errors (e.g. unique IDs for assessments and publications, ISO codes 

and correct separators). 

• Save as a CSV file with UTF-8 encoding, max 1 GB.  

 Step 3: Validate and upload 

• Sign in and select your Data Stewardship Group  

• Use Data Import to upload your file. 

• Run Data validation to check formatting and essential fields. 

• If validation fails, you’ll see an error message with details, revise your file and re-

upload. 

 Step 4: Review and publish 

• Once validation is passed, click submit. 

• Your Lead Contributor will review and approve before data goes public. 

 

Tips for Success 
✓ Use the pipe symbol “|” (not commas) to separate lists or multiple values. 

✓ Keep a record of the unique IDs you assign. 

✓ Remember, you can update a dataset later after uploading it. 

✓ If in doubt, leave a field blank or contact NRL admin.  

 

Download materials: https://nationalredlist.org/sharing-your-data-national-red-list-project 

Contact: info@nationalredlist.org    

https://nationalredlist.org/sharing-your-data-national-red-list-project
mailto:info@nationalredlist.org
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Frequently asked questions 
Who can provide data? 

We can only accept data from the owners of the data or those who have permissions to share. 

This could be a Red List Authority, an author on the publication, a governmental representative 

or National Focal Point with permissions from the source. Please see the Data Agreement 

clause. 

Can my data span multiple countries? 

Absolutely. We refer to National Red Lists a lot, but we include Red Lists at any scale smaller 

than global - this can cover several countries, a key area within one country, or habitats and 

biomes that span borders. 

I’m uploading some data, but I have more fields than are included in your 

template. Can I include them? 

The website upload function only accepts the fields listed in the template, so additional 

columns won’t be processed by the system. However, we’re always working to improve the 

database. If you have extra fields that you think are important, please email us with the details 

and an explanation of their relevance. While we can’t display them right now, we’ll review them 

for future updates and new features. 

What languages are supported? 

Our working language is English, but you can translate the site using your browser’s built-in 

tools or Google Translate. For example: In Google Chrome, right-click anywhere on the page 

and select Translate to [your language]. Or paste the site URL into Google Translate and 

choose your preferred language. Each Red List record indicates the language of the upload 

(e.g. English, Spanish, Albanian). Where available we also provide links to Red Lists in all the 

languages they are published in and hope to include materials in more languages in the future. 

How often is the database updated? 

The database will be updated with new Red Lists as and when we receive the data. Once these 

data have gone through essential administrative checks and the Lead Contributor has 

approved them, they are available online. 

Will my assessments be reviewed by the NRL or IUCN? 

No, there is no review process or endorsement of assessments within this platform, and the 

IUCN is not responsible for this website. 

How the data will be cited and be credited? 

Individual assessments and publications should be cited as per the citation you have provided. 

See the Terms of Use document for full details. 
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Becoming a contributor 

 

Data Agreement 
By submitting data, you confirm that you are the owner of all data being provided or have 

the necessary permissions to share them. In doing so, you agree to the Terms of Use. If the data 

include plant assessments, you consent to their inclusion in the ThreatSearch database hosted by 

Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI). You also agree that you may be contacted for 

data validation purposes. 

Materials needed checklist 
✓ Assessment data that meet the minimum data standards (see below) 

✓ The NRLD uploader template (Excel format, from the “Contribute” page)  

✓ The NRLD fields explainer (Appendix 2) 

Minimum data standards 
Despite the wide diversity of sub global red lists, the standardised NRL database structure 

enables onward comparisons across regions and taxa. Each species assessment must therefore 

include at least: 

1. Taxonomic information (scientific name of the organism) 

2. Assessment methodology (how the assessment was conducted) 

3. Geographic scope (country, region or locality details, including the scale of the 

assessment) 

4. Assessment status (category assigned) 

5. Assessment year (when the assessment was carried out) 

6. Citation and provenance (reference to the Red List publication or institutional source) 

 

If these data are missing, we cannot upload the assessments. 

  

Before you begin, please make sure you: 

• Have read and agreed to the Data Agreement, confirming you have permission to 

share the data and agree to its use on the National Red List website.  

• Understand the scope of data use as outlined in the Terms of Use document.  

• Have an active National Red List account on the website and have joined a Data 

Stewardship Group.  

• Have downloaded the spreadsheet NRL uploader template and fields explainer from 

the “Contribute” page (this is in Excel format and contains definitions, default terms and 

required fields, and the data form on the fourth sheet). 
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Data preparation 
Assigning unique identifiers (IDs) 

To ensure accurate tracking and prevent overwriting data, every record must have two unique 

identifiers: 

• Publication ID for the Red List data source (rrl_id) 

• Assessment ID for each Red List assessment (assessment_id) 

The data contributor is responsible for assigning these IDs and keeping a record of them.  

Important: Reusing an ID for a different assessment will overwrite data. If you are updating an 

existing assessment, reuse the same ID for version control. 

 

Publication IDs  

• Every publication (original data source) must have a unique code, which links 

multiple assessments to the same Red List publication (a one-to-many 

relationship).  

• If your publication is already in the NRL database, it will have an ID (rrl_id). You 

can find it by using the publication search.  

• If it’s new, email nationalredlist@zsl.org to request an institutional ID (e.g., ISO 

country code + institution abbreviation). This prefix is used to generate new 

Publication IDs.  

o Example: if the Natural History Museum in the UK has the prefix ‘UKNHM’, 

then their first Publication ID could be: UKNHM001. 

Assessment IDs  

• Each Red List assessment must have a unique code assigned (assessment_id). 

• We recommend using sequential numbering, but you might already have an ID 

system in place. 

o Example: Publication ID UKZSL001 uploaded. Contains 1,652 records, 

Assessment IDs UKZSL0001 through UKZSL01652. 

• Prefix Assessment IDs with the same institutional code for clarity. 

• Keep a record of the ID range used for your upload. 

Endemics published on the global IUCN Red List  

If you are uploading an assessment for an endemic that is already on the IUCN global Red 

List: 

• Assessment ID: You may use the unique identifier from the IUCN Red List citation (e.g., 

T191348A1976694) as your Assessment ID, provided it remains unique within your upload. 

• Publication ID: Use the year and version of the IUCN dataset as the Publication ID (e.g., 

IUCN20252). See https://www.iucnredlist.org/about/citationinfo for IUCN citation details.  

https://www.iucnredlist.org/about/citationinfo
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NRL upload flowchart 
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Taxonomy 

 By “taxonomy”, we mean the scientific names and classification of the organism 

assessed: the accepted scientific name (including authority), taxonomic rank (e.g., 

species or subspecies), and the higher classification (Kingdom, Phylum, Class, 

Order, Family) that help identify what kind of organism it is.  

A minimum set of taxonomy fields and options must be completed to meet upload requirements 

and ensure standardisation within the database. However, contributors retain responsibility for how 

organisms are referred to and classified in their assessments.  

Enter taxonomy “as assessed” 

Record the name and terms used in the source assessment to preserve the national and regional 

taxonomic concepts. We can match and append the corresponding globally accepted name in the 

future without overwriting the original. 

Minimum required fields (for search and interoperability) 

To ensure all records have a consistent minimum taxonomic backbone and to enable easy 

searching and comparisons, you must enter the following information for each assessment: 

• The broad taxonomic groups following the IUCN summary terminology within 

taxonomic_group and taxonomic_group_level2. Accepted terms are listed in the NRLD fields 

explainer in Appendix 1. 

• Please enter the term that best describes what organism was assessed in the 

assessed_taxon_level field – this will most likely be “species” - for anything else e.g., 

subspecies, please see “not a species?” and the NRL upload flowchart. 

• The Kingdom (rrl_kingdom), Genus (rrl_genus), Species (rrl_species) and scientific name 

(rrl_sciname) (a binomial) and (where available) the original author (rrl_species_authority). 

For each Red List publication (a data source that can contain thousands of assessments of 

organisms) we require: 

• The broad taxonomic group(s) (taxa_covered). If the publication covers more than one group, 

enter “multi-taxa” in addition to listing the groups. 

Handling incomplete taxonomic information 

Some assessments will not have all the information to complete all the NRL recommended fields. 

We are developing a function to fill blanks, using a search of global taxonomic references (e.g., 

Catalogue of Life https://www.catalogueoflife.org/) cross-matched with the information within the 

minimum required fields. In the meantime: 

• If higher ranks are missing: (Phylum (rrl_phylum), Class (rrl_class), Order (rrl_order), Family 

(rrl_family), you can leave these blank.   

• Example: If the original assessment only lists Panthera tigris, you must still add these fields: 

▪ rrl_kingdom = Animalia 

▪ rrl_genus = Panthera 

▪ rrl_species = tigris 

▪ rrl_sciname = Panthera tigris  

https://www.catalogueoflife.org/
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Not a species? 

Not all assessments at national and regional scale are strictly at the species level – some focus 

on a subspecies (or other infraspecific rank) or on a subpopulation that holds important genetic 

diversity. To preserve these details, the NRLD includes fields for different assessed units.    

Subspecies: an infraspecific rank below species.  

• Enter “subspecies” in assessed_taxon_level  

• infratype must be one of: subspecies_(animalia), subspecies_(plantae) or 

subspecies_(fungi) 

• rrl_sciname can include the connecting term (e.g., subsp. in Cetraria islandica subsp. 

Islandica)  

• (Optional) Authorship and year described (e.g., Valenciennes, 1856) can be added to 

infrarank_taxonomic_authority field 

• (Optional) include details in taxonomic_notes  

Other infrarank: when the source assessment uses an infraspecific unit other than subspecies 

(e.g. variety, forma) or a non‑Code unit (e.g. morph, cultivar, cross/hybrid) use other infrarank. 

• Enter “other_infrarank” in assessed_taxon_level  

• infratype must be one of: Variety, Forma, Morph, Cultivar or Cross 

• rrl_sciname can include relevant connecting term (e.g., var., f.) 

• (Optional) Authorship and year described in infrarank_taxonomic_authority 

• (Optional) include details in taxonomic_notes  

Species complexes: closely related species which are difficult to distinguish - not a formal rank. 

Common labels in sources include complex, sensu lato (s.l.), species aggregate (agg.), confer 

(cf.), superspecies or species group. Fill out required taxonomic fields and: 

• Enter “Species_complex” in assessed_taxon_level  

• rrl_sciname inclusive of terms 

• (Optional) include details in taxonomic_notes  

Subpopulation: Distinct group within a species with limited exchange (gene flow) with other 

groups (see IUCN regional guidelines for definition). Fill out required taxonomic fields and: 

• Enter “Subpopulation” in assessed_taxon_level  

• Enter the name of the subpopulation (e.g. “Southeast Greenland subpopulation”) in 

subpopulation 

• (Optional) taxonomic_notes. Add more detail if available 

Population: This is a defined population which doesn’t meet the IUCN’s definition of a 

subpopulation. It could be national/regional management or administrative unit. Fill out required 

taxonomic fields and:  

• Enter “Population” in assessed_taxon_level  

• (Optional) taxonomic_notes. If available, add unit name, scope and definition 
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Breeding population: This is a seasonal subset - the breeding component of a species in the 

focal area/season. If an assessment explicitly mentions that this is a breeding population, fill out 

required taxonomic fields and: 

• Enter “Breeding_Population” in assessed_taxon_level  

• (Optional) taxonomic_notes. If available, add name, season/period, movement context 

• Example: Breeding population of the Rift Valley lakes 

Visiting population: The non‑breeding / wintering / passage component occurring seasonally in 

the focal area. If an assessment targets visitors rather than local breeders, fill out required 

taxonomic fields and: 

• Enter “Visiting_Population” in assessed_taxon_level  

• (Optional) taxonomic_notes. If available, add name, months, likely origin 

• Example: Wintering population – Delta region 
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Appendix 1: Fields explainer 
The following pages provide a full list of fields, default text options, and explanations for 

entering data into the NRL uploader template.  

Data fields are grouped into four themes: 

1. Taxonomic specifics (field numbers 1.01 to 1.22) 

2. Assessment specifics (field numbers 2.01 to 2.28) 

3. Publication specifics (field numbers 3.01 to 3.18) 

4. Record status (field numbers 4.01 to 4.02) 

Required fields 

• Fields marked “Yes” are mandatory. If these data do not exist, please contact us 

• Fields marked “If applicable” apply only in certain cases (e.g., extra taxonomic fields 

required for subspecies) 

• All other fields are optional 

Standards, definitions and references 

We provide these within the description and explainer column and default text options. 

• Taxonomic groupings: Use IUCN summary terms from IUCN Summary Statistics 

(https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/summary-statistics) 

• Country names and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) codes: 

Refer to ISO website for ISO-3166-1 Alpha-2 and Alpha-3 codes 

(https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#search) 

• For outlying territories and subdivisions, check ISO 3166-2 codes via the parent 

country page 

Formatting 

• Use sentence case for text  

• Do not include line returns  

• For fields with predefined text options (e.g., field 2.26 assessor_affiliation_assessment 

or field 3.15 taxa_covered), separate multiple values using the pipe symbol “|” (not 

commas, spaces, or line breaks) 

Example: Multi-taxa|Mammals|Birds (correct)  

     Not: Multi-taxa, Mammals; Birds 

• Avoid Excel auto-fill or drag functions; instead use “paste as values”  

• Drop-down menus are provided in the Excel template to help minimise errors 

Files will be rejected if required fields are missing or incorrect terms are used. 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/summary-statistics.
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#search


 

 

Taxon specifics  
Database field name Required? Default text options Description and explainer 

 

1.01 assessment_id ✓ Yes  

Include one unique code/ID per assessment (e.g. ZSL01652). Please number them 
sequentially for consistency. Keep a record of the ID range you use for this upload 
(e.g. Uploaded 1,652 assessments with IDs ZSL0001 through ZSL01652). IDs 
ensure each assessment can be tracked and updated later without overwriting 
other records. 

1.02 nat_tax_system   

NOT ACTIVE YET. Enter the name of the national taxonomic register or inventory (if 
one exists). For example, the French national taxonomical register “TAXREF” would 
be entered here. 

1.03 nat_tax_id   

NOT ACTIVE YET. If you have a national taxonomic register, please enter the 
associated taxon ID (e.g. 'Taxon Version Key') here. We hope to develop an autofill 
for taxonomy from this information in the future.  

1.04 assessed_taxon_level ✓ Yes 

Species|Subspecies|Subpopulation| 
Species_complex| 
Breeding_Population| 
Visiting_Population|Population| 
Other_infrarank 

Select one. What has been assessed? Is it at species level (most commonly the 
case), subspecies, population, subpopulation or other infrarank type?  

1.05 infratype 
If 
applicable 

Subspecies_(plantae)| 
Subspecies_(fungi)| 
Subspecies_(animalia)|Variety|Forma| 
Morph|Cultivar|Cross 

Select one. If the taxon assessed is a rank below species level, provide more 
details on what this is (e.g., Subspecies_(fungi)).  

1.06 taxonomic_group ✓ Yes 
Vertebrates|Invertebrates|Plants| 
Fungi_and_Chromists  

Select one. Please choose the appropriate higher taxonomic group for the 
assessed taxon from: Vertebrates, Invertebrates, Plants, Fungi and Chromists. 
This classification is based on the IUCN taxonomic groupings, which can be found 
on the IUCN summary statistics pages.  
If you have assessments for Bacteria, Archaea or Viruses please email 
info@nationalredlist.org 

Page 13/23 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/summary-statistics
https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/summary-statistics#Summary%20Tables
mailto:info@nationalredlist.org


 

 

1.07 taxonomic_group_level2 ✓ Yes 

 
 
Mammals|Birds|Reptiles| 
Amphibians|Fishes|Insects|Molluscs|
Crustaceans| 
Corals|Arachnids|Velvet_Worms| 
Horseshoe_Crabs|Others|Mosses| 
Ferns_and_Allies|Gymnosperms| 
Flowering_Plants|Green_Algae 
|Red_Algae|Lichens|Mushrooms_etc| 
Brown_Algae 

Select one. Please choose the appropriate taxonomic group for the taxon assessed. 
The options are according to the IUCN taxonomic groupings (e.g. Mammals, Birds, 
Reptiles, Amphibians) as shown in the IUCN summary statistics pages.  

1.08 rrl_kingdom ✓ Yes 
Animalia|Plantae|Fungi|Chromista| 
Protozoa 

Please the kingdom which the organism belongs to – one of Animalia, Plantae 
Fungi, Chromista or Protozoa.  
If you have assessments for Bacteria, Archaea or Viruses please email 
info@nationalredlist.org  

1.09 rrl_phylum   Please enter the phylum as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.10 rrl_class   Please enter the class as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.11 rrl_order   Please enter the order as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.12 rrl_family   Please enter the family as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.13 rrl_genus ✓ Yes  Please enter the genus as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.14 rrl_species ✓ Yes  Please enter the species as it appears within the Red List publication. 

1.15 rrl_sciname ✓ Yes  

Enter the accepted scientific name of the taxon in the standard format: Typically 
written as Genus species (e.g., Panthera leo).  

• May be binomial (two names) or trinomial (three names, e.g., for 
subspecies).  

• For algae, plants, and fungi, a linking term such as subsp. may be 
included (e.g., Quercus robur subsp. robur). 

This field is essential for accurate taxonomy and will be used to support 
searching and matching within the IUCN Red List database for higher 
classification if needed. 

1.16 rrl_species_authority   

The taxonomic authority (author of the species name and year described) for the 
taxon. This field will be used to help searching the IUCN Red List database for 
higher taxonomy if matching is needed. 

Page 14/23 
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1.17 rrl_common_names   
The common (vernacular) name(s) with language in brackets. Please use a "|" 
to separate codes for multiple entries. 

1.18 infrarank 
If 
applicable  

If taxon is an infrarank (below species level), provide the subspecies or variety 
name e.g. Rana temporaria honnorati. 

1.19 
infrarank_taxonomic_authority   

If taxon is an infrarank (below species level), provide taxonomic authority 
(e.g. name year) for infraspecific name assessed. 

1.20 Subpopulation 
If 
applicable  If a subpopulation is assessed, provide the name here. 

1.21 rrl_synonyms   
Provide the names of synonymous taxa here. Please use a "|" to separate codes 
for multiple entries. 

1.22 taxonomic_notes   

This may include any further information about the species that relates to its 
taxonomy or the specifics of the population being assessed. Examples include 
museum specimen numbers or delineations of certain subpopulations. 

 

Difficulties with handling or preparing taxonomic data? Please see pages 9-11 of this NRL Guide for more information. If you get stuck, please 

contact info@nationalredlist.org.
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mailto:info@nationalredlist.org


 

 

 

Assessment specifics 
Database field name            Required?         Default text options                Description and explainer 

 

2.01 is_an_endemic ✓ Yes 
Yes|Near_Endemic|Other| 
No|Unknown|Not_assigned 

Select one. Is the species an endemic according to the assessment? Options are: Yes, 
Near Endemic, Other (e.g. restricted range which you can provide detail on in the 
“Endemic_specifics “field), Unknown (for where you confirm that it is unknown) and Not 
assigned (for where endemism status is not mentioned). 

2.02 endemism_specifics 
If 
applicable  Free text field for further details on the type of endemism according to the assessment. 

2.03 terrestrial  Yes|No|Not_assigned  Does the assessment apply to the taxon within a terrestrial system? Select one.  

2.04 freshwater  Yes|No|Not_assigned  Does the assessment apply to the taxon within a freshwater system? Select one. 

2.05 marine  Yes|No|Not_assigned  Does the assessment apply to the taxon within a marine system? Select one. 

2.06 location_assessment 
If 
applicable  

Please enter the name of the region, locality, or subdivision relevant to the 
assessment. This field allows any locality name to be recorded, including: 

• Regions: e.g., The Carpathian Mountains 
• Sub-national areas: e.g., Haute-Garonne, or Britain 
• Historical or unofficial country names 

This free-text field allows you to include historical, unofficial, or alternative country 
names that are not covered by UN or ISO standards. 

2.07 country_list_assessment ✓ Yes  

 Use the official country name(s) as specified by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO-3166-1). 

• If the assessment applies to multiple countries, separate each country name with a 
pipe symbol “|” and do not include spaces. 

• Example: France|Spain|Italy 
• For subdivisions, list the name of the parent country here. 

If your preferred location or country name is not captured in ISO lists, enter the 
nearest acceptable ISO term in this field and record your preferred term in field 
2.06 location_assessment. 
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2.08 
country_list_assessment_iso   

Use the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 country codes (two-letter codes representing the country 
name as per ISO standards). 

• For certain countries, subdivisions, or outlying territories, include the 
corresponding ISO 3166-2 subdivision codes (up to three alphanumeric 
characters). Examples: Scotland = GB-SCT or Western Cape province of South 
Africa = ZA-WC.  

• If multiple codes apply, separate them using the pipe symbol “|” with no spaces. 
Examples: FR|ES|IT or ZA-WC|GB-SCT. 

2.09 covers_eez_assessment  Yes|No|Not_assigned 
For marine species only: Does this assessment apply to a marine "Exclusive Economic 
Zone" (EEZ) area? Select one. If you are unsure, choose "Not_assigned." 

2.10 scope_assessment ✓ Yes 
Subnational|National| 
Regional(multi-national) 

Select one. The scope of the assessment. Is it a National, Regional (multiple countries) or 
subnational (area within a country) Red List? 

2.11 regional_status_abrev 
If 
applicable  

Enter the abbreviated category or status as listed in the assessment. Examples include 
LC, VU etc in IUCN assessments. National systems may use different codes (e.g., R for 
Rare). Enter the abbreviation exactly as it appears in the source assessment. 

2.12 regional_status_full ✓ Yes  

Provide the full Red List category or status as indicated in the assessment.  
This will depend on the criteria and system used (e.g., Least Concern, Endangered, 
Critically Endangered for IUCN assessments).  
For national or regional assessments using different criteria, enter the status as stated 
(e.g., Rare, Nationally Threatened, Protected, or other locally defined categories). 

2.13 regional_status_criteria   

For IUCN assessments, provide the specific assessment criteria (e.g., "C2a(i)"). If the 
assessment has a threatened status and the criteria are not provided, please indicate as 
"criteria_unknown". For non-IUCN systems (e.g., national lists using different 
frameworks), this field can be left blank. 

2.14 year_assessed ✓ Yes  The year that the assessment was conducted 

2.15 criteria_used ✓ Yes 
IUCN|Modified_IUCN| 
Non-IUCN 

Select one. Please assign the assessment to one of the three following categories: 
“IUCN”, “Modified IUCN” (when mostly use the IUCN approach but with some 
modifications, for example may have introduced an extra category of Rare), “Non-IUCN” 
(use own national system).  

2.16 criteria_specifics   
Share the specifics such as the version of criteria system used (e.g. IUCN v3.1 (2012) + 
IUCN Regional v4.0 (2012)) 
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2.17 criteria_citation ✓ Yes  

The citation for the criteria system used, or a reference to where it has been described. 
For non-IUCN assessments this could be the source publication. For current IUCN 
assessments, this is generally “IUCN (2001) IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria: 
Version 3.1. IUCN Species Survival Commission. IUCN, Gland, Switzerland and 
Cambridge, U.K. ii + 30pp.” Where the regional guidelines are used too for applying 
these criteria, just add “plus regional guidelines v. X” where X is the version number. 

2.18 justification   
Please provide the assessment rationale for status given to the taxon, if provided 
within the assessment. 

2.19 distribution   Details on the distribution of the species, if provided within the assessment. 

2.20 map_available   
Where a map of the species distribution is known to exist, please provide the citation. Due 
to copyright restrictions, maps are not reproduced on this site. 

2.21 history   
Any information on previous assessments and the previous status, if different. If there is 
has been a change, whether this a genuine or non-genuine change. 

2.22 habitat   Any information on the habitat preferences for the given species are listed here. 

2.23 threats   Any threats to the taxon, if provided within the assessment. 

2.24 population_trends   Information regarding the population size, trends or structure. 

2.25 regional_red_list_notes   Additional notes on the assessment can be included here. 

2.26 
assessor_affiliation_assessmen
t  

Academic|NGO|Government| 
IGO|Individual|Private| 
Other|Unknown 

Categorise the affiliation of Red List assessor(s), experts, contributors, authors 
e.g. governmental organisations, academia or NGOS. Can be multiple and can differ from 
main publication affiliation. If multiple, use "|" between each one with no spaces.  

2.27 assessors_assessment ✓ Yes  

The names of the Red List assessor(s), experts, contributors, authors of this species 
assessment. Sometimes these may be the authors of the Red List, sometimes a subset 
thereof. 

2.28 
regional_red_list_link_asses   Provide the website or URL of assessment or publication if available. 
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Red List Publication specifics 
Database field name Required? Default text options Description and explainer 

 

3.01 rrl_id 

 
 
 
✓ Yes  

Include one unique ID per Red List publication or source. You can retrieve the 
“rrl_id” from searching the publication within the NRLD. If it is new to the NRLD, 
you should check within your organisation and request a unique ID from your 
lead contributor. 
It will help us to avoid duplications and assign the species assessments 
correctly to your publication. 

3.02 rrl_title ✓ Yes  The title of the Red List publication or source. 

The top two fields should be entered on every assessment uploaded. 
All other fields listed below should only be entered for the first assessment associated with any new Red List publication being catalogued in the NRLD. This 
ensures that publication-level information is recorded once and not duplicated across multiple assessments. 

3.03 location_pub If applicable  

Please enter the name of the region, locality, or subdivision relevant to the 
Publication. This field allows any locality name to be recorded, including: 

• Regions: e.g., The Carpathian Mountains 
• Sub-national areas: e.g., Haute-Garonne, or Britain 
• Historical or unofficial country names 

This free-text field allows you to include historical, unofficial, or alternative 
country names that are not covered by UN or ISO standards. 

3.04 country_list_pub ✓ Yes  

Use the official country name(s) as specified by the International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO-3166-1). 

• If the publication includes assessments from multiple countries, 
separate each country name with a pipe symbol “|” and do not include 
spaces. 

• Example: France|Spain|Italy 
• For subdivisions, list the name of the parent country here. 

If your preferred location or country name is not captured in ISO lists, enter the 
nearest acceptable ISO term in this field and record your preferred term in field 
3.03 location_pub. 
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3.05 country_list_pub_iso   

Please use ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 codes (two-letter codes representing the 
country name as per ISO standards). For certain countries, subdivisions, or 
outlying territories, include the corresponding ISO 3166-2 subdivision codes 
(up to three alphanumeric characters, e.g., Scotland is "GB-SCT," and the 
Western Cape province of South Africa is "ZA-WC"). Separate multiple entries 
with a “|“ and omit spaces. 

3.06 scope_pub ✓ Yes 

 
Subnational|National| 
Regional(multi-national) 

The definition of the scope of the Red List publication - whether it is a National, 
Regional or subnational Red List (i.e. single country, multiple countries, or an 
area within a country). Select one. 

3.07 covers_eez_publication  Yes|No|Not_assigned 

Select one. For marine species only. Does this publication include a marine 
“exclusive economic zone” (EEZ) area? Select one. If you are unsure, select 
Not_assigned. 

3.08 full_rrl ✓ Yes 

 
 

Yes|No 

Select one. Is this publication considered taxonomically comprehensive? 
• Yes - the publication is considered representative of all major 

taxonomic groups within the country or region. 
• No - Taxonomic coverage is limited to one group, or includes selected 

species from different groups but is not considered representative 
overall. 

3.09 rrl_language ✓ Yes  
Record the language(s) the Red List publication is provided in. If more than one, 
please separate with "|" 

3.10 publication_year ✓ Yes  
 

The year the Red List publication was published 

3.11 rrl_citation ✓ Yes  

Provide the full citation for the Red List publication or source, as this will be 
used as the correct reference when citing the assessment data. Include all 
necessary details such as author(s), year, title, publisher. 

3.12 organisation_responsible ✓ Yes  
Details of the organisations responsible for the Red List publication (e.g., name 
of organisation and website).  

3.13 assessor_affiliation_pub  
Academic|NGO|Government|IGO| 
Individual|Private|Other|Unknown 

Provide the affiliation of the Red List publication (e.g., governmental 
organisations, academia or NGOS etc). It can be multiple. 
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3.14 rrl_contact ✓ Yes  

Please share your contact details in this format: 
"Prefix|Full_name|email_1|email_2 etc" These details are not made public 
and will only be used for data validation purposes. 

3.15 taxa_covered ✓ Yes 

Multi-taxa|Mammals|Birds|Reptiles| 
Amphibians|Fishes|Insects| 
Molluscs|Crustaceans|Corals| 
Arachnids|Velvet_Worms| 
Horseshoe_Crabs| 
Others|Mosses|Ferns_and_Allies| 
Gymnosperms|Flowering_Plants| 
Green_Algae|Red_Algae|Lichens| 
Mushrooms_etc|Brown_Algae 

 
 
 

Please provide a list of the taxonomic groups covered within the publication 
using the IUCN summary terms. If there are more than one, please also put 
"multi-taxa". These are “|” separated lists. 

3.16 rrl_publication_format ✓ Yes 

 
Published|Unpublished| 
Electronic_format|Hard_copy| 
Database 

Include the format(s) in which the National Red List publication or source is 
available. Options include Published or Unpublished, Database, Electronic 
format (e.g., PDF), and Hard copy (e.g., printed book). Multiple formats can be 
selected and separated by “|”. 

3.17 rrl_data_not_yet_extracted ✓ Yes 
 
Yes|No 

Indicate whether all assessments within the publication have been extracted 
and uploaded to the database. 

If only a selection has been uploaded (for example, only amphibians from a 
combined amphibians and reptiles Red List publication), select “No.” 
Otherwise, if the entire content of the publication has been uploaded, select 
“Yes.” Select one. 

3.18 publication_url   Provide the website or URL of the data source or publication if available. 
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Record status specifics 
Database field name Essential? Default text options Description and explainer 

4.01 assessment_record_status ✓ Yes 
incomplete| 
complete_pending_approval 

 
Select one. The status of your records. This is only visible by your lead data 
coordinator(s) and Website administrator. Is the record 'incomplete' and you are 
testing your uploads for example, or 'complete_pending_approval', ready for 
review and subsequent publication on the website? 

4.02 publication_record_status ✓ Yes 
incomplete| 
complete_pending_approval 

 
Select one. The status of your records. This is only visible by your lead data 
coordinator(s) and Website administrator. Is the record 'incomplete' and you are 
testing your uploads for example, or 'complete_pending_approval', ready for 
review and subsequent publication on the website? 

 

 

These fields are used for data management only. 

 

 

 

Thank you for reviewing the data standards!  

If you have comments, suggestions, or ideas for collaboration - please get in touch. This is a small, resource-limited project, so while we can’t 

promise immediate action, we aim to build improvements together over time and invite collaboration to create a better National Red List platform 

for the global community. Reach out to Sophie Ledger at Sophie.ledger@ioz.ac.uk. 

 
Recommended citation: ZSL and National Red List Working Group of the IUCN Red List Scientific Committee. (2025). NRLD Database Guide – 

Preparing Your Data. Version 2025.2. Available at: https://www.nationalredlist.org (Accessed: DD Month YYYY). 
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